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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 1221 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUBJECT: PACT SIGNATURE DELAYED BY PPD OBJECTIONS 
REF: LISBON 1186 (DTG 241215Z FEB 76) 

1 . PACT SIGNATURE SCHEDULED: MELO ANTUNES, AS REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL NEGOTIATOR ON ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT (AFM)-P ARTIES 
PACT SENT COPIES ' FINAL VERSION" OF PACT TO POLITICAL 

PARTIES AT 6 PM, FEB 24 WITH INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN 
SIGNING CEREMONY AT 1 PM. FEB 25. PARTIES OBJECTED THAT 
THIS WAS INSUFFICIENT TIME FOR THEM TO STUDY DOCUMENT, 

AND CEREMONY HAS ALREADY BEEN MOVED BACK TO 7 PM. FEB 25. 

2. PPD OBJECTIONS: PPD SOURCE TOLD EMBOFF FEB 25 THAT 

PACT CONTAINED PREAMBLE AND NEW ARTICLE WHICH PARTIES HAD 
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NEVER SEEN BEFORE. PREAMBLE WAS PARTICULARLY "OFFENSIVE" 
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BECAUSE IT SPOKE OF THE "LEADERSHIP ROLE OF THE ARMED 
FORCES MOVEMENT” AND THE NEED FOR PORTUGAL TO PROCEED 
ON A "SOCIALIST PATH." PPD HAS ISSUED STATEMENT THAT 
IT WOULD NOT SIGN THE PACT TODAY UNLESS PREAMBLE AND NEW 
ARTICLE WERE DROPPED OR SEVERELY MODIFIED; AND UNLESS 
PACT CLEARLY PROVIDED FOR NEAR-SIMULTANEOUS PRESIDENTIAL 
AND LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS. PPD AND RC NEGOTIATORS ARE 
MEETING MORNING OF FEB 25, BUT ABSENCE OF SA CARNEIRO ON 
VISIT TO NETHERLANDS AND DENMARK IS A COMPLICATING FACTOR. 

3. PS AND CDS POSITIONS: SAME PPD SOURCE SAID THAT 
SOCIALISTS WERE ALSO INSISTING ON REVISION OF PREAMBLE, 

BUT DID NOT SHARE PPD'S OTHER RESERVATIONS. CDS REPORTEDLY 
HAS SAME PROBLEMS WITH PACT AS PPD. 
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